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PREFACE. 


THeJe  Sheets  having,  vpith  their  unhappy  Author, 
jaTn^  into  the  barbarous  and  unjuft  Hands  of 
the  late  Miniflry,  had  never  jeen  the  Light, 
had  not  Providence  feenid  to  reserve  them  for  two 
Ends  : 

1.  As  a  /landing  Monument  of  the  dexterous  Ma- 
nagement of  a  certain  moft  exquifte  States-man, 
rvhofe  flriBeU  Scrutiny  all  thefe  Papers  paii,  and  yet 
came  home  as  Things  relating  to  the  Author^ s  private 
Concerns,  and  with  them  feveral  other  Mauufcripts, 
which  no  body  but  fuch  an  over-vigilant  Minijler  would 
ha  parted  with. 

2.  As  a  SubjeSi  for  which  there  was  yet  a  more  pro  - 
per  JunSlure  coming,  wfj-en  it  would  be  more  than  or- 
dinarily ufefuL 

They  were  wrote  three  Tears  ago,  juji  at  the  Ele- 
Siion  of  the  laft  Parliament  -,  but  with  very  few  Alte- 
rations  feem  fo  exactly  calculated  to  the  prefent  Occa- 
fion,  that  the  Author  thought  he  could  do  no  lefs  ihan 
let  the  World  fee  them. 

He  hopes  the  Advice  may  be  ufeful,  the  utmoll:  Am- 
bition of  all  his  Aflions ;  He  is  fur e  it  cannot  be  'of- 
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fenfive  to  any  Man,  rvhofe  Principle  if  the  Good  of  hk' 
Country  y  they  that  want  Advice^  it  may  do  good  to; 
they  that  want  it  not,  it  can  do  no  harm  to. 

The  Tendency  of  this,  as  of  all  he  writes ,  is  the 
gene/al  Peace  of  Parties,  a  Subjeft  never  to  be  fuffici*' 
ently  purfued  and  embracd  by  all  honejl  Men  in  this 
Nation,  as  that  without  which  we  are  undone  at 
home^  ruind  abroad,  and  mufi,  at  lafl,  fall  a  Prey 
to  the  invading  Power,  of  Popery  and  Foreigners* 

As  its  Tendency  makes  it  ufeful,  fo  the  Jun^ure  of 
Affairs  makes  it  feafonable,  and  particularly  fo,  by 
how  much  in  this  fecond  Struggle,  now  making  for 
Members  of  Parliament  all  over  this  Unhappy  King" 
dom,  we  find  a  vigorous  Effort  to  get  into  the  Houfe 
making  by  Men  of  the  fame  Violence  in  Principle,  and 
inclind  to  the  fame  Strife  and  Divifion ;  thd*  Thanks 
be  to  God^  and  the  ^een,  with  much  lefs  Profpe6b  of 
Succefs, 

The  Author  thinks  nothing  can  jufiijie  his  publijhing 
them  better,  than  their  being  both  ufeful  and  feafo* 
nable  ;  for  the  reft,  he  leaves  them  to  the  World  t9 
make  Ufe  of  them  as  they  pleafe  ;  and  if  not  to  the 
publick  Advantage^  'tis  none  of  his  Faults 
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HE  that  gives  his  Advice  before  it  is  ask'd,  expeds 
no  Fee  for  his  Counfel  3  and  fo  the  Author  of 
thefe  Sheets  flands  clear  from  the  Scandal  of 
Bribery. 
If  the  Gifts  of  the  Spirit  qualify  a  Man  for  Teaching 
his  Neighbours  5  by  the  fame  Rule,  if  any  Man  knows 
more  than  another,  he  may  teil  him  his  Mind,  and  then 
every  one  is  free  to  do  what  he  pleafes. 

The  Author,  tho'  he  is  no  profefs'd  S fates-man,  may 
pafs  for  a  gifted  Brother  that  way  :  If  he  fays  nothing  to 
the  Purpofe,  yet  hear  him  5  and  if  he  fays  any  thing  that 
is  to  the  Purpofe,  hear  him,  and  no  more. 

Whatever  the  World  may  fay  of  him,  they  cannot  ima- 
gine him  to  be  fuch  a  Fool,  as  to  think  he  fliall  pleafe  every 
Body.  What  fuits  the  V/ife-man,  won't  pleafe  the  Fool : 
If  the  Honeft-man  is  contented,  the  Knaves  will  murmur: 
Peace  won't  pleafe  the  Soldier,  nor  Plenty  the  Farn^er,' 
Truth  will  pleafe  the  Wife-man 5  and  he  that  cannot  difcern 
it,  is  a  Fool  worth  no  Body's  isiotice. 
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The  World  is  made  up  of  a  ConjunAion  of  Contraries, 
and  the  Harmony  is  the  more  admirable :  So  the  Times 
difcover  a  Conjundlion  of  oppofite  Parties,  which  if  they 
can  be  brought  to  keep  the  Peace,  the  Union  woud  be 
fomething  wonderful. 

Before  we  come  to  talk  with  the  Gentlemen  concern'd, 
'twill  be  needful  to  feparate  the  Party's  Sheep  and  Goats, 
Birds  of  a  Feather  5  fet  every  Sort  by  themfelves,  with  their 
Charaders  and  Defcriptions,  that  all  People  may  look  out 
and  know  them,  and  look  in  and  know  which  fort  they 
belong  to. 

We  are  at  prefent  the  moft  divided  Nation  in  Europe^  the 
Jdl  of  all  the  World.  The  Folanders  are  Fools  to  us :  We 
have  among  us,  as  fome  have  obferv'd,  three  or  four  and 
thirty  forts  of  Religions,  and  twelve  or  thirteen  Severals  in 
Politicks.  In  Religion,  here  are  Chrijlians  and  Jews^  Fa^ 
pifts  and  Proteflants,  Heathens,  Pagafis,  Idolaters,  and  A- 
theijis,  worfe  than  any  of  them,  DeiHs,  Anti-DeiHs,  Soci- 
nians,  Arminians,  Pelagians,  Gnofttcks,  DonatiHs,  Adamites, 
Sweet'Jlngers,  Enthitfiafis,  Families  of  Love,  Arians,  Anti- 
no/iiianSy  Free-wiUers,  Seventh-day  Men,  Univerfal  Redem^ 
ptionersy  Afgilites,  QuietiHs,  Lutherans,  CalviniHs,  HugO' 
■nets.  Church  of  England  Men  of  feveral  Sorts,  Pitritans, 
Prejbyterians,  Independants  ^  AnabaptiHs,  Quakers,  Fifth-- 

Monarchy  Men,  and  the  D — 1  and  all .  If  but  one 

Sort  of  thefe  are  in  the  right,  God  knows  which  Sort  that 
is,  and  the  Lord  have  Mercy  on  all  tHe  reft.  If  all  Sorts 
may  be  in  the  right,  then  'tis  no  Matter  what  Sort  a  Man's 
of,  and  there's  no  need  of  any  Strife  about  the  Matter. 

In  Matters  of  Politicks,  the  numerous  Kinds  have  obtain  d 
the  Sir-names  of  Court-party  and  Count ry-p arty,  Tories, 
Whigs,  Trimmers,  LoyaliH,  RoyaliH,  Commonwealths-men^ 
Williamites,  Jacobites,  High  Church,  Low  Church,  and  l>lo 
Church,  Ihn  Jurants  or  Church  DiJJenters,  Church  VFhigs, 
and  abundance  of  other  Sorts,  which  the  Cuftom  of  the 
Times  has  been  pleas'^  to  give  Titles  to.  But 


But  when  all  thefe  Names  are  made  ufe  of,  with  many 
more,  by  way  of  Contempt  upon  one  another,  to  Ihew  oiir 
Want  of  Good-nature,  as  well  as  Want  of  Manners^  the 
real  unhappy  Differences  of  this  Nation  feem  to  lie  among 
the  Parties  at  Court  that  lately  had  the  Miniftry,  and  thofe 
that  have  it  now  5  between  the  Furiofo's  in  the  Church, 
who  are  for  carrying  all  before  them,  and  the  Moderate 
Men  in  the  Church,  who  are  for  Peace  joyn'd  with  the 
DifTenters,  who  are  for  the  Liberty  they  enjoy  being  pre- 
ferv'd. 

To  thefe  Gentlemen  the  following  Advice  is  diredled: 
If  they  think  'tis  good,  they'll  accept  the  Hint,  or  come 
under  the  Clafs  of  Solomons  Fools,  that  hate  Inftrudiou : 
If  they  contemn  it,  they  ought  to  ihew  a  Reafon  for  it,  or 
elfe  they  are  in  Solomons  Reach  again  ^  He  that  judges  cf 
a  Matter  before  he  hears  it,  'tis  Folly  and  Shame  unto  him. 

Temerity  in  Politicks,  is  certamly  the  mofl  impolitick 
thing  in  the  World.  Too  much  Halie  may  do  Harm,  but 
feldom  does  Good  5  and  one  wou  d  think,  the  late  Reign 
of  King  James  might  be  a  Memento  mori  to  all  the  Sons  of 
Jehu  either  in  Church  or  State. 

He  is  certainly  the  Friend  of  fuch  Men,who  advifes  them 
to  check  their  Career  before  they  go  too  far  5  becaufe  fuch 
Tempers  always  run  on  to  their  own  Confufion  as  well  as 
other  People's. 

But,  to  tell  who  I  mean  without  going  far  about.  There's 
a  fort  of  People  among  us,  who,  after  their  Tears  of  Joy 
for  the  Death  of  King  William  were  dry'd  up,  began  to  be 
comforted  very  early  with  the  Halcyon  Days  of  Qiieen 
Ann  5  and,  as  if  they  had  made  their  Conditions  with  her 
before  hand,  they  gave  a  Loofe  to  their  Paffions,  and  dif- 
cover  their  Satisfadlion,  in  the  Country  Coffee-Houfes,  in 
Terms  like  thefe:  —  Well  Boys!  Now  wefiall  have  brave 
Times  again.  Brave  Times !  fays  his  honeft  Neighbour, 
who  was  melancholly  ftill  for  the  Nation's  Lofs  5  Why, 
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whafs  the  Matter^  Matter  1  why,  we  have  got  a  Church 
jj/T  England  Queen^  and  all  thefe  damrid  Vhanatich  vpiU  go 
down  again.  We  U  have  them  all  turnd  out  now.  We'll 
have  no  more  Canting  within  the  ISoife  of  our  Church  Bells, 
no  Tub-preachings  no  Bar?i-meetings  no  FFhiggifi  Juftices^ 
now^  that  a  poor  Man  cant  get  a  Cup  of  Beer  in  his  Crown 
of  a  Sunday  after  Sermon  ^  but  his  Neighbour  Jball  be  plaguing 
him  with  the  Stocks  :"  And  if  he  happen  to  fwear  an  Oath, 
erfato  be  tea^d  with  Informers,  that  a  Man  cant  take  a 
Glafs  of  Wine  after  Sermon,  but  he  jhall  be  Find  and  Ex- 
pos d  for  it  5  here  has  been  fuch  a  Splutter  with^our  Refor- 
mation of  Manners  and  your  Dutch  Government,  FFe 
have  an  Englilh  Queen,  and  a  true  Church  of  England 
Queen,  and  down  you  go  :  FFe  II  have  your  Meeting-hoiifes 
about  your  Ears  quickly. 

That  this  is  Matter  of  Fad,,  that  this  was  the  Difcourfe 
not  in  the  Mouths  of  here  and  there  a  Fool,  but  of  a 
whole  Party,  111  at  any  time  fet  my  Name  to  the  Charge  5 
and  I  fuppofe  no  Body  need  put  me  upon  the  Proof. 

Nor  was  Her  Majefty's  Declaration  to  Her  Council,  or 
Speeches  to  the  Parliament,  or  Her  Anfwers  to  the  Dif- 
fenters  AddrelTes,  of  any  Weight  with  thefe  fort  of  Peo- 
ple ^  tho'  Her  Majefty  took  exceeding  Care,  on  all  Occa- 
iions,  to  make  all  her  Subjeds  eafy,  by  giving  them.  Alfu- 
rances,  Firft,  that  flie  would  be  a  Religious  Obferver  of 
Her  Royal  Word  ^  and  then  giving  Her  Royal  Word,  that 
fhe  would  maintain  the  Toleration,  and  give  Her  Protc- 
ftion  to  the  Dillenters. 

Let  me  tell  thofe  Gentlemen,  that  they  are  guilty  of 
two  Crimes  ^  Firft,  great  Indifcretion,  in  fhewing  their 
Teetli,  before  the  Muzzle  which  the  Laws  have  put  upon 
them  is  taken  off,  and  that  they  have  no  Power  to  bite. 
Secondly,  So  much  want  of  Manners  and  Refped,  that 
Ihou'd  the  Author  write  half  fo  much  Satyr  upon  the 
Queen  in  this  Book,  'tis  to  be  thought  he  wou  d  write 
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himfelf  into  l^ewgate^  and  very  well  he  wou'd  defer\e  \t. 

What  can  the  Englijh  offuch  Language  be  other  than' 
this  5  That  the  Queen  made  fuch  Promifes  of  Protedion 
to  the  DilTenters,  and  continuing  the  Toleration,  only  to 
quiet  their  Minds  at  her  firft  Acceffion,  and  'till  (lie  is  fet- 
tled in  the  Throne,  or  perhaps  'till  the  War  abroad  is 
over  ^  but  fhe  does  not  defign  to  keep  her  Promife  with 
them,  but  they  Ihall  all  be  fupprefs'd  as  foon  as  Opportu- 
nity offers }  And  tmlj,  Gejitlemen^  Her  Majefly  is  very 
much  beholden  to  you. 

The  Ihort  Advice  the  Author  thinks  fit  to  give  fuch  Peo- 
ple, is,  to  hold  their  Tongues,  and  have  more  Manners 
than  to  affront  the  Queen  at  fo  impudent  a  Rate  ^  and 
iince  they  have  fhown  their  good  Will,  let  them  be  quiet 
'till  their  time  comes,  left  Her  Majefty  being  inform'd  of 
their  Rudenefs,  fhould  think  fit  to  give  the  Nation  a  far- 
ther Alfurance  of  Her  Juftnefs  to  Her  Promifes,  by  punifh- 
ing  them  for  their  railing  a  Scandal  upon  her  Vera- 
city. 

A  fecond  fort  of  People,  which  the  Author  pretends  to 
give  Advice  to,  are  fuch,  as  upon  the  Queen's  Diffolving 
Her  firft  Parliament,  and  Calling  .a  New  one,  pretended 
to  tell  us  what  brave  things  that  approaching  Parliament 
would  do  for  them. 

We  have  now  gotten  a  Church-Parliament,  a  Loyal 
Church-of-^'w^/^?^.^/  Parliament,  fay  they,  and  now  we 
will  do  your  Eufinefs,  and  this  Parliament  fhall  fet  us  all 
to  Rights  again.  Now,  we'll  difmount  the  Two  Bulwarks 
ofWhiggifh  Hopes  ^  for  this  Parliament  fhall  repeal  the 
Acl  of  Toleration,  and  the  Settlement  of  the  Crown  : 
They  fhali  leave  the  Englijh  Throne  to  be,  as  it  always 
was.  Hereditary,  and  let  Right  Line  and  Dcfcent  take 
pl'^.ce  ^  that  Enghjh  Loyalty  may  fiourifh,  and  the  Prero- 
gatives of  Princes  be  no  more  invaded,  nor  the  Nation  be 
govern'd  by  Dutch-M&n  and  Foreigners. 

I  be- 
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I  believe  no  Body  will  difpute  with  me  the  Truth  of 
Fad,  that  this  was  the  Talk,  not  of  a  (ingle  Perfon,  or  of 
a  few,  but  of  a  Party,  their  Common,  their  Table,  their 
Coffee-Houfe  Difcourfe. 

How  to  comment  upon  fuch  Infolence,  I  hardly  knoV  : 
This  is  an  Iniquity  to  be  puni^idby  tl^e  Judge.  — And  if 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  did  not  take  Cognifance  of  fuch 
People,  it  was,  becaufe  they  reftrained  their  Refentment 
of  fuch  Affronts  more  than  any  Houfe  of  Commons  ever  did 
before  them. 

As  to  the  lafl  Parliament,  the  Author  has  no  Bufinefs 
to  fay  any  thing  of  their  Religion :  But,  1  think,  all  our 
Parliaments  have  been  Ghurch-Pari laments  ^  nor  is  there 
any  Doubt  but  they  always  will  be  fo.  But  what  fort  of 
Doings  is  this  with  Parliaments,  if  they  ate  to  be  antici- 
pated, led  by  a  Party,  and  told  bofort-hand  what  they 
fliall  do.  ' 

If  this  fort  of  People  conferred  with  the  Members,  and 
concerted  with  them  before- hand,  what  fhould  or  fhould 
not  be  done  5  if  fo,  we  had  then  fuch  a-Parliameut  as  never 
was  before. 

But  if  thefe  Gentlemen  did  this  only  to  inflame  Parties, 
only  to  ItX.  us  fee  wbst  they  wou'd  have  done,  what  DeOgn 
they  were  driving  at,  'tis  time  for  the  Nation  to  open  thtir 
Eyes,  and  examine  who  they  are. 

The  Ad:  of  Settlement,  is  the  Foundation  on  which  the 
Nation  Hands :  Tis  the  facred  Pillar  of  the  prefent  Go- 
vernment, and  on  it  may  be  very  well  plac'd  the  Scotch 
Motto,  l>lemo  me  Impune  Lacejfit :  'T\s  xhQ  SanBimSanBo' 
rum,  near  which  no  Man  may  approach,  without  a  Blaft 
from  the  Breath  of  the  whole  Community :  This  is  t'le 
Arkofour  IfraeU  before  which  the  Dagon  of  the  ]urt  Di- 
vino  Men  is  fallen,  with  his  Head  and  his  Hands  knock'd 
of :  Tis  the  Pedeftal  of  the  Efighjh  Throne  5  which  if  it 
be  remov'd,  the  whole  Column  of  the  Government  finks, 

and 
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and  the  Capital,  which  is  the  prefent  Qjieen,  rauft  fall 
with  it :  Her  prefent  Majeftjr  can  have  no  Right  to  the 
Crown,  if  King  James  left  a  Son,  hut  by  the  AB  of  Set* 
t-lement. 

Now,  *tis  worthy  of  Remark,  that  the  Gentlemen  who 
talkof  repealing  the  Ad  of  Settlement,  don  t  do  it  barely 
becaufe  the  Crown  is  not  thereby  limited  to  their  liking: 
But  they  are  for  repealing  it  as  a  thing  not  legal  in 
its  own  Nature  5  they  wou  d  have  the  Parliament 
difown  the  Right  of  Limiting  the  Crown  ,  and  ac- 
knowledge a  Right  of  Succeflion  Jure  Divino  ^  That 
Kings  of  all  Religions  or  Principles,  muft  be  fubmitted 
to,  if  they  come  of  the  Race  5  That  the  Right  Line  muft 
fucceed,  and  'tis  not  in  the  Power  of  the  People  of  ^Vj^-^ 
latid,  either  Golledively  or  Reprefentatively,  to  queftion. 
their  Prmces,  or  to  oppofe  their  Oppreflive  unjuft  Pro- 
ceedings.  The  latent  Confequences  of  this  will  come 

in  at  laft  ^  viz.  That  the  late  Revolution  was  an  Ad  of 
Rebellion  againft  God  and  the  King  ^  That  it  was  a  Vio- 
lence offered  to  God's  Vicegerent,  againft  Juftice  and  Al- 
legiance 5  That  King  Williajn  was  an  Invader  of  another 
Man  s  Right,  an  Ufurper,  and  a  Tyrant ,  and  fo  we  are 
all  a  coming,  Gentlemen,  to  the  old  Point  again,  Paffive 
Obedience^  iJoii-Refiftance^  Difpenfmg  Tower ^  and  all  the 
Abfurdities  and  ridiculous  Contradidions  of  the  late 
Reigns  come  into  play  again,  and  we  have  fpent  thirteen 
Years  War,  a  Mafs  of  Ejigliff^  Money,  and  a  Sea  of  Ejig- 
l?fi  Blood  to  a  fine  Purpofe. 

This  is  one  Defign,  in  ftriking  at  the  Ad  of  Settle- 
ment, another  is  to  fupplant  the  Houfe  of  Hannover^  be- 
caufe, forfooth,  they  don't  like  them.  They  are  alham'd 
to  own  what  they  wou'd  have:,  but  the  Cafe  is  fo  plain, 
that  it  needs  no  Comment.  A  late  Author  has  publifli'd 
the  Life  of  King  James  ^  and,  taking  no  .Notice  of  this 
Ad,    fays,    "  King  ^/^wd-j  died,  and  left  one  Son,    and 
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**  two  Daughters.  Now,  what  is  the  Language  of  fhis 
Party  ?  If  we  muB  fjtbmit  to  the  Qtteens  reigning  before 
her  Brother^  hecaufe  foe  h  Crown  ci^  and  has  foffejjwn^  roe 
cant  help  it  ^  but  we  are  next  Oars,  and  there  is  no  Rea- 
fo?z  to  expel  the  refl  of  his  Family  :  Here  is  -a  Son  and  a 
Daughter  ^  we  may  have _  them  home^  make  Frotefants  of 
them,  afid  never  rmi  up  i?ito  Germany  for  an  old  Wonian^ 
/7W(^ /?^y  Dutch  Progeny  to  reign  ^ver  us. 

Here  is  the  plain  Englifti  of  the  Defign,  a  Defign, 
which  aims  at  the  Root  and  fundamental  Part  of  our 
Conftitution  5  and  tho'  there  is  no  great  Danger  of 
the  thing,  yet  'tis  plain  they  pufh  at  it  with  all  their 
Might. 

As  to  this  Ad  of  Settlement :  Firft,  The  Queen  who 
reigns  by  Virtue  of  fuch  a  Settlement,  has  not  once,  but 
feveral  times  given  Her  Royal  Pro  nife  to  maintain  it : 
So  that  if  ever  fuch  an  unhappy  Time  Ihou'd  come,  that 
a  Parliameat  fhou'd  offer  to  difannul  it,  we  have  Her 
Majefty's  Honour,  which  we  truft  will  never  forsake  her, 
to  have  Recourfe  to  as  a  Check  to  the  fatal  Mifchief :  And 
if  both  Qjaeen  and  Parliament  fhou'd  be  fo  miftaken,  and 
fo  much  Blindnefs  from  above  Ihou'd  in  Judgment  to  them 
be  their  Portion  5  the  native  original  Right  of  the  People 
of  England,  as  the  Fountain  of  Power  and  Government, 
will  come  up,  and  give  a  Negative  to  the  Execution.  What' 
will  any  new  Settlements  of  the  Crown,  that  may  be  made, 
amount  to,  if  the  People  of  England,  who  have  an  un- 
<loubted  Right  to  the  Go\'ernment  of  themfelves,  Ihou'd 
contradid  them  at  the  Time  they  wou'd  enter  upon  the 
PofTeflion,  with  this  general  Negative, '  We  will  not  have 
this  Man  to  reign  over  its. 

The  Safety  of  the  ^nglifl:  Nation,  refts  in,  and  depends 
upon  themf  eh'es.  The  people  of  England  are  a  Security 
to  the  People  of  England,  for  a  Prefervation  of  all  then- 
own  eflential  Right  ^  and  among  the  rell,  this  is  the  chief, 

to 


:  9  ] 


to  be  govern'd  by  Trhices  of  their  own  Nomination^  and 
Laws  of  tl:^ir  own  f.'^aking.  Nc  Prince  can  reign  here, 
but  by  the  Confent  of  the  People  5  and  by  710  Laws,  but 
fuch  as  become  Laws  by  the  Confent  of  the  People  :  It 
has  been  in  vain  attempted  to  bug-bear  the  Nation  into 
Villenage  and  Vaflalage  5  but  the  Liberties  of  England 
have  always  been  like  the  Stone  in  the  Gofpel,  whofo- 
€ver  has  fallen  againft  them,  has  been  broken  to  pieces  5 
and  on  whomfoever  they  have  fallen,  has  been  ground  to 
Powder. 

The  Englifi  Nation  has  not  many  more  Liberties  than 
they  had  before  5  but  they  know  them  better  than  they 
did. 

We  know  now,  that  our  Princes  are  circiimfcriF d  by 
the  Laws  and  Conititutions  of  the  Nation,  are  oblige! 
to  govern  juftly,  and  perform  the  Stipulation  of  Govern- 
ment declar'd  in  two  Ads  of  Parliament :  We  know, 
that  if  they  iflue  out  illegal  Commands,  'tis  no  Treafon 
to  difobey.  If  a  Prince  fhou  d  levy  Money  by  Arbitrary 
Auchor'ry,  any  Free-holder  may  refufe  to  pay  it,  and  be 
g .  ury  of  no  Crioie  :  if 'tis  levied  by  Force,  he  may  op* 
pole  it  with  Force,  and  yet  be  no  Rebel. 

We  kno  v  the  very  Parliament  themfelves  cannot  dif- 
pence  with  the  Law,  but  in  a  Parliamentary  Way  :  No 
Law  can  ceafe  to  be  a  Law,  'till  repealed  by  the  fame 
Power  that  made  it  5  and  nothnig  can  have  the  Force  of 
a  La.v  in  England,  but  what  has  the  People's  Confent  in 
Parliament. 

The  Power  of  Parliament,  and  how  far  the  Members 
are  accountable  to  their  Principals,  is  not  for  me  to  de- 
termine 5  but  this  J  venture  to  fay,  that  without  Doubt 
a  Member  of  Parliament  is  to  have  fome  Regard,  in  Ho- 
nour, to  the  inclination  of  the  People  he  ferves,  at  leaft, 
not  to  ad  what  he  knows  is  couirary  to  their  Delire.  -;> 

B  Tis 
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'Tis  plain,  that  the  Ad  of  Settlement  is  the  moft  va- 
luable thing  in  the  Government,  as  the  Security  we; 
have  againft  future  Slavery:  'Tis  the  Account  we  areto^ 
give  to  our  Children  of  our  Care  for  their  Safety :  'Tis 
the  Bulwark  of  the  Nation,  againft  Popery  and  Tyran- 
ny ^  and  none  but  the  Enemies  of  our  Liberties  can  wifh 
to.  fee  it  repeal'd.  'Tis  our  double  Security  ^  Firfi,  As 
it  is  an  Acknowledgment  of  the  Peoples  Power  to  li-. 
mit  the  Crown  5  and  Secondly y  As  it  has  efFedually  de- 
clar  d  the  Rights  of  the  Subjed,  their  Liberties,  and 
juft  Privileges,  under  fuch  as  fnall  reign  herlafter.. 

Some  have  thought ,  that  the  Party  in  a  certain 
Houfe,  who  made  it  their  Bulinefs  to  limit,  th-vart, 
and  affront  the  late  Yimg  William^  particularly jis  to 
the  Matter  of  the  Army,  and  afterwards  the  Grants 
of  Lands  in  Ireland^  while  they  carried  on  their  pri- 
vate Pique  at  the  King,  involuntarily  and  unvarily 
fet  their  Hands  to  the  Peoples  Liberties,  and  made  fuch 
Declarations  of  the  Rights  of  the  Sabjed  ,  as  they 
woud  be  glad  to  have  now  undone  if  they  could  ^  if 
they  v/ere  led  into  this  by  another  Party .  rhey  were 
trick'd  with  a  Vengeance:  But  a  learncl  Gefitleman, 
who  was  formeriy  a.  -^xt^t  Jure  IVvino  Man^  was  pieas'd 
to  fay  of  it  with  an  0?.i\We  are  going  to  make  our- 
felv.es  all  Kings,  only  to  crofs.  one  King. 

But  let  the  Defign  ha'  been  what  it  will,    the  Peo-- 
ples.    Liberties    were  recognized  by    fome    Gcatiemea  ^, 
who,    if  it  ihould  ha'  beer  '  •.  jid  them  formerly,    thaC: 
they  would  ha    done  fo  and  j  ..  wou'd  ha'  an''  -er'd  wi.h 
the  Afjyrian  Captain  i  Is  tby.Servai^t  a  Dog^  that  r.e  ihouid 
do  thele  thin9.s  ? 

A:0 


Cn] 


To  thefe,  and  all  the  Gentlemen  of  that  Party,  wh6 
aim  at  altering  the  Ad:  of  Settlement,  our  Advice  is 
fhort.  Have  a  Care^  Gentlemen^  what  yon  do  :  Methinks 
you  fliou  d  not  have  the  Face  to  exped,  or  the  Lnpu^ 
dence'to  defire  the  Queen  to  break  her  Word,  the 
Parliament-Men  to  a6l  contrary  to  the  intereft  and  In- 
clination of  the  People  that  chofe  theinj  a  Papifl  fet 
upon  the  Throne,  a  repudiated  Impof^or  acknowledged, 
an  abjur'd  Race  receiv'd.  'Tis  true,  all  Ads  of  Parlia- 
ment may^  as  Ads,  be  repeal'd  by  ParliaiTient  5  but  fonie 
things  are  in  dieir  own  Nature  to  be  contmued  5  this  can  t 
be  repeal'd,  it  the  Qiaeen  ihou'd  break  her  Word,  which 
*tis  bafe  to  fupnofe,  even  if  the  Parliament  iliou  d  con- 
fent :  Who  ft.iall  abfokre  its  of  an  Abjuratioii  Oath  .<?  Who 
fhall  reconcile  the  Nation  to  a  French  and  Popiili  Prince? 
The  Meaning  is  only  Confufion  and  Diftradion,  and 
the  End  will  certainly  be  the  Dcftrudion  of  all  that 
fhall  ever  attempt  it  5  and  therefore  I  think  it  as  kind 
a  piece  of  Counfel  as  can  be  given  5  Gehvlemen^  have  a 
Care '^  for  you  will  certainly  mifcarry  in  the  Attempt. 
Popery  and  Slavery  will  never  go  down  with  this  Na- 
tion: Popery  is  fo  formidable  a  thing,  that  the  very 
Name  of  it  wou'd  fet  the  whole  Nation  in  an  Up* 
roar  :,  Thofe  that  do  not  underfland  it,  hate  it  by  Tra- 
dition 5  and  I  believe  there  is  a  hundred  thoufand  plain 
Country-Fellows  in  England,  woud  fpend  their  Blood 
againfl:  Poperj,  that  do  not  know  whether  U  be  a  Man  or 
a  Horfe, 

Let  fuch  People  therefore  have  a  Care^  the  People 
of  England  provok'd,  are  not  eaiily  appeas'd ;  Let  them 
remember  the  Confternation  they  were  in  16  Years 
ago->   when  the  Refentment   of  the  People  of  England 

B  2  hung 


/ ' 


E  12  3 

laung  over  the  Heads  of  a  whole  Barty:  And  let  them 
reftaffurd, 

The  Ad  of  Settlement,  and  Limitation  of  the  Crown, 
with  the  Recognition  of  the  Peoples  Rights ,  are  the 
very  things  the  War,  the  Revolution,  and  the  DiTmif- 
fion  of  King  James  were  made  for :  Thefe  were  the 
Port  the  whole  Nation  fteer  d  for,  and  thu  l^atlon  will 
never  part  with  them.  Now,  they  are  fafe^  they  can  ne- 
ver have  any  Tyrant,  but  by  their  own  Confent  5  and  if 
ever  they  are  Slaves  again,  they  mull  do  it  themfeives, 
and  no  Body  will  pity  them.  . 

The  next  fort  of  People,  to  whom  thefe  Sheets  are 
direded,  by  way  of  Caution  or  Advice,  "are, 

Brft^  The  late  Miniftry. 

To  you ,  Gentlemen ,  the  Author  dire^ls  himfelf 
without  any  thing  of  Satyr  5  which,  confidering 
how  you .  treated  him,  you  might  reafonably  exped  3 
but  Hating  your  Cafe  as  it  really  is,  refers  you  to  your 
felves ,  to  reflect  upon  the  profound  Policy  of  your 
Ways. 

Her  Ma  jelly  taking  you  for  wife  Men,  as  well  as 
honeft  Men,  committed  to  your  Conduft  the  guiding 
of  her  Affairs :  War  abroad,  Peace  at  home.  Her  Ma- 
jefty's  Glory,  the  Nation's  Happinefs,  were  all  in  your 
Power  :  You  had  what  Solomon  calls  a  Price  put  into 
your  Hands,  and  Solomon^  not  I,  fliall  tell  you  what 
you  ought  to  be  thought,  for  not  making  fuch  Im- 
provement of  it,  as. God  and  the  Nation  expeded  from 
you.  "^ 

That 
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That  you  were  the  honeft  Men  the  Queen  expefted' 
you  to  be,  let  the  Anfwers  you  gave  to  the  Propofals 
for  relieving  the  Catnlfars^  the  Expedition  to  €adiz,y  the 
Management  of  the  Vidualling  Office,  the  Army  and 
Navy,  in  too  many  Particulars  to  be  innumerated  here, 
fpeak  for  you,  if  they  can  5  the  Forfeiture  of  your  Ho- 
nour and  Word  on  fundry  Occafions,  the  conniv'd  Cor- 
refpondencies  with  the  Enemy,  and  the  like,  let  them 
anfwer  for  the  Matter  :  That  your  confummate  Wifdom 
deceived  her  Majefty,  whofe  Goodnefs  had  entertain'd 
better  Thoughts  of  you,  than  your  Merit  gave  Reafon  for, 
will  too  plainly  appear  in  the  weak  Attempts  made  to  co- 
ver the  farther  Diftionefly  of  your  Defigns  in  pufhing  this 
Nation  into  all  manner  of  Feuds,  Heats,  Animofities, 
and  Strife  of  Parties,  to  the  no  fmall  Confufion  of  the 
Publick  Aifairs,  and  hazarding  the  Publick  Peace. 

How  you  would  have  extricated  her  Majefty  and  this 
Nation  out  of  the  Labyrinths  of  Error,  and  the  Impolicies 
you  were  driving  the  Publick  Affairs  into,  we  thank  her 
Majefly's  Prudence  that  me  did  not  think  fit  to  exped, 
not  thinking  it  fafe  to  run  the  Rifque  of  calling  you 
Fools  at  the  Price  of  fome  Mifchieft  too  grofs  to  be  born 
with,  and  too  late  to  be  remedied. 

It  is  fufficient,  that  her  Majefty,  finding  both  the  Dif- 
honejly  and  Folly  of  your  Management,  and  forefeeing 
the  Precipice  on  which  you  had  brought  the  Publick  Af- 
fairs, had  both  the  Wifdom  and  the  Courage  to  take  the 
Reins  out  of  your  Hands  before  you  had  quite  over-t«urn'd 
the  Chariot  of  the  State,  and  before  you  had  hurried  both 
us  and  your  felves  into  Gulfs  of  irretrievable  Confu- 
fions. 

The 
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The  humble  'Advice  of  the  Author  of  thefe  Sheets  to 
you,  is,  To  fit  down  and  be  quiet,  thank  God  on  your 
.Knees,  Night  ?iid  Day,  that  you  had  a  miidj  a  merciful, 
and  a  gentle  Miilrefs,  that  let  you  fall  foftiy,  .and  did 
not  tye  the  Weight  of  tlfe  l^?.w  to  your  Heels^  v-"?^--'''^ 
would  have  funk  ycj  to  the  Bottora  of  that  Gul 
which  falfe  Favourites  have  generally  fallen  iu  ail  Ag't;. 
of  the  World. 

Thank  God  and  the  Qjaeen",  that  her  Majefty  did  not 
give  you  TijTse  to  rum  your  felves,  but  took  the  Knife 
out  of  your  Hand,  befc^re  you  did  that  Mifchief  with  it 
that  muft  at  laft  have  fall  n  with  a  double  Weight  on 
your  own  Heads. 

Mad-men  and  Fools  are  always  takcii  care  of  by  iheir 
Friends,  mifchievous  Weapons  taken  from  them  ^  and  if 
they  are  not  peaceably  difpos'dj  are  frequently  lock'd  up. 
from  any  Capacity  of  injuring  themfeives  or  others. 

Her  Majefty  could  never  have  anfwer'd  it  to  her  own 
known  Prudence  and  Judgment,  to  have^  committed  the 
Power  of  your  own  Ruin,  and  the  Nation  s  Difturbance, 
any  longer  to  you  :  For  when  once  the  State-Frenzy  ap- 
peared, and  all  the  fatal  Plague-Tokens  of  Lunacy  and 
National  Diftradion  broke  out  in  your  Behaviour,  the 
Queen,  as  a  true  Nurfing  Mother  to  you,  gave  you  a  Re- 
cefs  from  publick  Employment,  that  you  might  have 
time  to  fhave  your  Underftandings,  difcipline  your  Tem- 
pers, and  putting  your  politick  Capacities  under  a  Courfe 
of  State-Phyfick,  might  recover  your  Senfes  a  little,  and, 
if  pofTible,  with  Time  and  Reflections,  come  to  your  felves 
again. 

How 
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How  kind  has  her  Majefty  been  to  you  Gentlemen  I 
that  when  you  had  abfolutely  hang  d  your  felves  in  the 
State-Noofe,  had  adually  tyed  the  Rope  of  Caufes  and 
Confequences  about,  your  Necks,  and  had  you  gone  on 
but  a  few  Moments  more,  mufl  have  been  hamper  d  ir- 
retrievably, and  been  quite  ftrangl'd  with  the  Extenfion 
of  your  own  Politicks  5  at  once  the  kind  Hand  of  your 
Soveraign  cut  you  down  before  your  Breath  was  quite 
gone,  brought  you  to  Life  again,  and  delivered  you 
from  thofe  dangerous  Wildernefles  and  Mazes  of  State- 
Affairs  ^  the  Condud  of  which  you  never  underftood 
and  has  now  given  you  the  Happinefs  of  a  calm  Recefs, 
and  fair  Warning  not  to  meddle  any  more  with  Things 
out  of  your  Sphere. 

Keep  the  Annivcrfary  of"  your  Deliverance,  Gentle- 
men, and  let  it  never  be  forgotten  :  Remember  it  with 
Thankf  ilnefs  to  the  QiJeen,  to  the  Glory  of  her  Ma- 
jefty's  Lenity  and  Tendernefs,  ,and  think  fometimes  how 
imooUible  it  had  been  but  that  the  Mifchiefs  and  Di- 
flradions  you  were  puihing  this  Nation  upon  ,  mufl: 
have  ended  in  Comrairtirig  you  the  hijirime?its  of  it  to 
the  mnds  of  that  Jnftice  which  fome  of  you,  by  the  un- 
expected Happinefs  of  Revoiiition-Ciemency,  had  the  good 
Fortune  to  eicape.  from  once  before. 

My  third  Advice  is  to  the  Church  oi England, 

Poflibly  the  Clergy'  may  difdain  to  he  advis'd,  at 
leaft  by  me,  as  Perfonp  whole  Province  it  js,  to  give, 
not  receive  Admonition :  lint  noije  ou^ht  to  refule  Ad- 
vice, but  he  that  has  never  been  m]i\?ikQX\ -^  and  I  hop e-^ 
Gentlemen^  you  wili  not  pretend  to  be  the  Men.  You  have 
now  your  Day,  as  Aihton  [aid  lately.^  every  Body  has,. 

The 
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The  Queen  has  declared  her  felf  of  your  Side,  and 
that  tho'  others  ftiail  have  her  Protedion,  you  Ihall 
have  her  Favour. 

The  humble  Advice  to  you.  Gentlemen,  is, 

Fh'H,  To  Deferve  it. 
Seco?2dly,  Be  Contented  with  it. 

Deferve  it  by  being  Faithful  to  her,  and  to  your  Na- 
tive Country  ^  for  'tis  a  moii  certain  Truth ,  no  Maa 
can  be  a  faithful  Subjecl  to  rhe  Qiitren,  vv-ho  is  not  in- 
•tirely  in  .the  Interefl  ui  his  Native  Covuitry. 

Ey  this  I  mean,  (  for  I  dc{ir>j,  vo  be  underflcod  )'  No 
Man  can  be  a  faithful  Subic-^t  to  the  present  vinev^n, 
and  deferve  her  Favov.r,  who  deiign'^  or  ccMie:-  ti.  oi'er- 
throw  the  Peace  of  the  Natiotj  Ihe  vruverfts,  lo  u\cr-/ 
throw  the  Foundation  on.  which_  0!e  Hands,  that  wu-.i'd 
endeavour  to  bring  in  a  Po  ilb  Ra-.e  to  Reign  over  us, 
and  confequently  involve  the  Natio-i  in  biuu*  -m.^  pon- 
fuiion.  'Tis  not  enough  to  fay  they  def.gn  no  Aiu^ra- 
tion  during  the  Queen's  Life,  but  to  keep  out  To- 
regners :  There  is  nothing  fo  foreign  ^o^  this  Nafx^  is 
Popery.  The  Church  of  England  v^  tx^  the  Men  wh-th 
threw  it  out  ^  and  how  it  can  be ,  that  the  Church  of 
England  Men  ihou'd  run  a  Venture  of  its  returning,  is 
paS  my  Underftanding.' 

'Tis  true,  every  thing  that  is  done  by  the  Members  of 
the  Church  of  England^  is  not  done  by  the  Church  5  a 
lame  Shift  lately  made  ufe  of  by  a  certain  Gentleman,  to 
throw  off  the  Scandal  of  PaiTive  Obedience. 

But, 
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But,  with  fubmiflion  to  that  Gentlemati,  he  might  have 
anfwer'd  the  Author  of  the  New  Teft  of  the  Church's 
Loyalty  better  than  fo,  or  he  had  as  good  have  faid  nothing  : 
For,  I  think,  in  Argoing,  we  may  take  the  Principles  of 
a  Church  from  the  Writings  of  her  Dodors,  who  are  the 
Explainers  of  them,  as  well  as  from  her  ConfefTion  of 
Faith  :  Now  lie  owns  that  the  Do6lors  of  the  Chuich  have 
Preached  fuch  a  DoQ:rine  ;  if  it  be  a  DC'drine  not  agreeable 
to  the  Canon,  then  they  ought  to  have  been  reprov'd  by  the 
Diocefan,  and  punifli'd  by  Sufpenfion,  or  otherwife.  But 
however,  'tis  fufficient  to  the*  Argument  and  therefore  the 
Diflin^ion  was  needlejsy  that  whether  it  is  an  Article  of  the 
Chu!ch*s  Fakli  or  no,  'tis  a  Do  :lrine  was  Preach'd  by  the 
Learned, Dodors  of  the  Church,  univerfally  receiv'd  by 
the  Members  of  the  Church,  defended  openly,  profe(s'd 
and  acknowledg'd  by  thofe  Gentlemen  that  hare  been,  and 
are  ftiileneet.'r'd  Fathers  and  Pillars  of  the  Church,  and 
this  is  fufficient  to  the  Point. 

Mow,  in  this  refpeft,  what  is  done  by  the  Members  of 
the  Church  of  England^  and  none  elfe,  is  in  the  Sence  of 
the  Argument  done  by  the  Church,  tho'  it  be  not  a  publick 
Acl  of  Convocation,  or  an  A£l  of  Delegates  from  the 
Church. 

la  this  Sence  the  Church  of  England  Depos'd  King 
Jamesy  and  yet  they  never  made  an  A61  of  Convocation 
for  it,  but 'twas  the  Church  of  England  pixt  of  theNation 
did  it ;  and  thus  I  am  to  be  underltood  here,  without  put- 
ting any  one  to  the  Trouble  of  Exercifing  his  Logick  upon 
the  Point. 

Tn  this  Sence  too  I  defire  to  be  wnderftood  of  the  Church 
of  England  in  all  I  fhall  fay  of  them,  or  t6  them  :  I  am 
not  Difcufling  thsir  Articles  of  Faitli,  I  Hke  them  very 
well,  and  wilhthey  wou'd  itick  clofetothem  tliemfelves  ;" 
nor  am  I  fingling  out  their  Clergy  to  Reproach  them  with 
their  Immoralities,   of  which,   perhaps,   there    may  be 
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caufe  enough,  aye^  and  in  other  Clergy  too ;  but  lam  dire£l- 
ingmy  Difcourfe  to  the  whole  Body  of  this  Nation,  who 
call  themfelves  of  the  Church  of  England^  and  'tis  to 
them  I  fay,  that  whoever  goes  about  to  Introduce  a  Popidi 
SuccefTion  to  the  Crown  of  this  Proteftant  Nation,  who- 
fbever  defigns  to  reftore  the  Abdicated  Line  of  the  Late 
King,  cannot  deferve  the  Favour  which  her  Majefty  has 
promised  them,  and  which,  I  cannot  but  fuppoie,  fhe  pro- 
mis'd  them  with  a  Suh-lntelligitur  of  their  Faithfulnels  to 
her  and  the  Nation. 

The  Proteftant  Succellion  is  the  Foundation  on  which 
her  Majefty  and  the  Nation  now  (lands,  and  without 
■which  they  cannot  ftand  ;  of  which  may  be  faid,  without 
Prophanenefs,  as  is  (aid  cf  the  Gofpel,  otherfoundation  can 
na  Man  lay  than  that  which  is  laid< 

2.  As  I  wou'd  advife  the  Church  of  Englandio  deferve 
this  Favour  of  their  Prince,  fb  I  advife  them  to  be  conten- 
ted  with  it. 

It  faems  a  maniieft  Affront  to  the  Queens  Declaration, 
that  when  flie  has  promis'd  them  her  Favour,  and  the 
DifTenters  her  Protedion,  they  fhou'd  not  be  contented 
with  the  Firfl,  without  depriving  the  other  of  the  Laft. 
What  fliall  we  fay  ?  that  while  the  Queen  declares  fhe  will 
proted  her  DiiTenting  Subje£ls  in  their  Libery  of  Worfhip, 
it  fball  be  hindred  from  the  Pulpit,  and  afterwards  from  the 
Collegiate  Prefs  at  Oxford^  that  'tis  the  Duty  of  all  True 
Church  of  England  Men  to  Ere£l  a  Flag  of  Defiance 
againft  the  DifTenters,  or  Phanaticks,  till  they  are  Rooted 
from  off  the  Face  of  the  Land :  Why,  what's  the  matter 
Gentlemen  ?  won't  you  let  the  Queen  keep  her  Word  with 
them  ?  (he  has  promis'd  upon  her  Royal  Word  to  preferve 
the  Toleration,  and  you  declare  fhe  fhall  not.  This  is 
very  fcoundrel  ufage  of  her  Majefty,  and  a  forry  return 
for  the  Favour  fhe  has  promis'd  you.  I  queilion  not  but 
you  will  come  in  with  the  Shift  jufi;  now  mentioned.  That 
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this  is  not  an  A£l  o^  the  Church  of  England  5  but,  Gentle. 
men,  as  you  oBght  to  be  afham'd  of  it,  let  us  fee  you  cor* 
re£t  it,  or  elfe  we  fuppofe  your  tacit  acknowledgment  is  an 
AflTent. 

Here  are  in  England^  by  a  modeft  Eftimation,  above 
two  Millions  of  Diffenters ;  I  would  fain  ask  the  hotteft 
headed  Church  of  England  Mm  in  Town,  what  he  wou'd 
have  done  with  them  ? 

Hangd,  all  Han^d^  fays  Furiefoy  Ay,  Sir,  if  you  cou'd 
fight  ^as  well  as  talk,  it  may  be  you  might  doit;  But  they 
v^on^' he  Hangd,  and  how  will  you  make  them?  'twaS 
try'd  once,  and  nothing  was  got  by  it  but  blows,  and  that 
Two  for  One. 

Suppofe  you  wou'd  Banifh  them,  a.nd  fuppofe  they  woud 
goj  't wou'd  Ruine  yoa  all  to  part  with  them.  See  what  a 
Condition  Spain  brought  it  felf  to,  by  fending  170000  Fa- 
milies of  Marefcoes  away. 

They  are  not  only  Numerous  but  Wealthy,  your  Trade 
wou'd  remove  with  them,  they'd  carry  with  them  fo  much 
of  your  Cafh  and  Wealth  you'd  be  in  a  worfe  Cafe  than 
the  Ifraelites  left  the  Egyptiati  Ladies  in,  without  their 
Jewels. 

I  cannot  fee  the  Policy  of  the  Church  of  EnglandM.cn  in 
fupprelTfng  the  Diffenters ;  'tis. certainly  more  for  the  Na- 
tions good  to  Unite  all  Parties ;  there  can  be  but  one  thing 
in  it;  Convert  them  they  can't  ;  I  never  read  of  any  Con- 
verfion  brought  about  by  Perfecution  but  in  France,  and 
what  are  the  New  Converts  turn'd  to  ?  only  to  fubmit  for 
Fear. 

Now  without  pretending  to  Prpphefy,  I  may  fay,  the 
Diffenters  in  England  are  not  to  be  brought  to  that,  the  on- 
ly thing  that  remains,  is,  they  wou'd  have  the  reftraint  of 
the  Law  taken  off,  that  they  may  be  let  loofe  upon  them  to 
harrafs  and  plunder  them,  this  is  what  is  aim'd  at. 

.    C  2  Well 
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Well  Gentlemen,  when  you  have  this  Liberty  you  dare 
not  put  it  in  Praftice  further  than  the  Law  will  give  you 
leave ;  if  you  do,  the  Law  gives  them  leave  to  refift  you, 
and  in  either,  there  is  half  yolir  own  Party  will  be  againft 
you ;  Nay,  thofe  who  are  properly  the  Church  of  ^;i?^/^;?^ will 
be  againft  it,  all  the  Men  of  Honour,  Confcience,  Charity 
and  Mercy  will  be  againft  h^rrafling  and  dragging  their 
Neighbours  about  for  Points  of  Confcience :  Nay,  the 
very  Mob  of  your  own  Party  will  ftone  your  Informers ; 
and  who  are  you  that  are  left,  if  the  other  fhould  i^and 
Neuter  ?  are  you  able  to  Force  the  Queen  to  break  her 
Word?  are  you  able  to  fright  her  into  it  ?  and  if  you  cou'd, 
when  you  have  driven  all  the  Nation  into  Confufioo,  can 
youdefend  your  lelves  againft  the  Laws  and  the  Party. 

To  what  purpofe  then  isoUthis  Huffing,  is  it  only  that 
yoii  want  to  be  Plundring  your  Neighbours  ?  Why,  if  you 
are  fo  for  Plunder,  take  Arms  a  God's  Name,  and  go  and 

Plunder  the  French.^ But  !  ask  Pardon,  I  forgot  your 

Principles,  you  are  for  Plunder  without  Fightings 

The  farther  Confirmation  of  this  Advice,  is  drawn  from 
the  p^aln  Convi£lioa,   which  the  powerful  Arguments  of 
•  Peace,  Temper  and  Moderation  have  forcM  on  the  Minds 
of  Men. 

You  now  £ee  Gentlemen,  theQii^cn,  the  Head*of  your 
own  Church,  the  Bifhops,  a  numerous  Part  of  your  own 
Body,  the  Men  of  the  Gown,  they  are  all  convinc'd. 

'Tis  impoflible  for  Wife  Men  to  refiit  Demon ftration, 
the  confequence  of  things  has  brought,  I  had  almoft  faid, 
all  the  Wife  Men  of  the  Church;  and  I  would  to  God  it 
were  true,  to  fee  the  abfblute  neceflity  of  Peace,  to  fee 
that  a  Union  of  Parties  is  the  only  ftep  to  this  Nations 
Settlement,  that  a  Recefs  from  Party  Rage,  and  healing  the 
Wounds  of  the  State,  is  the  only  Method  to  prevent 
the  Nation  faljing  into  Convulfions,  Feavers,  Calen- 
tures, and  Death. 

And 
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And  why,  Gentlemen,  will  you  fl-and  out  ?  it  were  to 
be  wiOiM  you  would  ^a  little  coniider  how  is  it  poSible  you 
oan  Ereft  your  own  Judgments  agaioft  a  whole  Nation,  tfie 
Queen,  the  Nobility,  Thoufands  of  your  beft  Parilhioncrs, 
born,  bred  in,  and  ever  true  to  the  Church,  are  convinc'd, 
and  will  you  not  be  mov'd  to  Examine  the  Cafe. 

What  Profpeft  of  Injury  or  Mifchief  canyon  ice  in  Peace? 
what  damage  can  accrue  to  tJie  Cliurch  or  State,  to  put 
but  a  Negative  upon  your  Zeal,  and  not  fuffer  it  tooutrur. 
the  Law,  or  Fight  v*^ith  your  knowle  ?ge. 

As  you  Love  the  Church,  your  Prince,  and  your  Coun- 
try, liflen  to  Peace,  liflen  to  the  Voice  of  the  Nation,  and 
of  the  Queen,  and  the  Voice  of  Reafbn,  and  the  Nature 
of  the  things,  all  concur  tx)  call  upon  you  to  Unite  with 
your  Brethren,  and  no  more  let  fmall  things  divide  us,  no 
more  let  our  Enemies  beat  us  with  our  own  Hands,  and 
dcilroy  us  by  our  own  Alliftance. 

If  you  will  not  give  Ear  to  this  Cordial  Advice,  give  the 
Author  leave  to  determine  two  Things,  which  without  any 
Pretence  to  the  Spirit  of  Prophefy,  he  thinks  he  m^y  prefume 
to  aflTure  you  of. 

1 .  This  Nation,  whole  Eyes  are  now  open  to  their  own 
Safety  and  Deliverance,  will  do  the  Work  without  you,  the 
People  of  England^  aided  by  the  Laws,  encouraged  by  the 
NobiUty,  the  principal  Gentry,  a  great  Body  of  the  Cler- 
gy, and  back'd  by  the  Queen,  joining  in  this  mighty 
Work,  this  glorious  Attempt  tocftabiifli  a  Party  Peace,  will 
do  the  Work  without  you. 

2.  You  will  fix  this  Eternal  Brand  of  Infamy  on  the  Eng- 
li(h  Clergy,  that  they  were  the  principal  Oppofers  of  the 
Nation's  Peace  ;  that  In  Contempt  of  the  BlelTed  healing 
and  heavenly  Spirit  of  Peace,  in  fpight  of  the  Royal  Ex- 
hortations and  Invitations  of  their  Sovereign,  in  Defiance 
of  the  noble  Example  of  their  Brethren,  they,  even  they 
only^  are  at  this  Day  the  wideners  of  our  breaches,  the 

encoU'*^-' 
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@flcouragei*s  of  Divifions,  and  the  daily  prompters  of  the 
Ignorant  People  to  abhor  their  Brethren,  to  hate  their 
Neighbours,  and  to  keep  up  the  unnatural  Divifions  of 
this  Nation. 

A  bkfTed  Memorandum  this  will  be  to  the  Honour  and 
Glory  of  our  Inferiour  Clergy,  to  reniain  to  Pofterity, 
when  our  Children  [hall  fay.  We  had  been  a  happy  Nati- 
on, if  the  Clergy  of  the  Church  had  not  hindred  the  ge- 
neral Peace  in  1705,  vvhen  the  Queen,  the  Nobility,  the 
Gentry,  nay,  and  the  very  Bifhops  ofTer'd  to  join  in  a  hap- 
py Union,  when  they  all  invued  them  to  it,  when  all 
Circumftances  concurr'd  to  make  it  eafie,  and  when  the 
want  of  it  let  in  Slavery  and  Bondage  upon  our  Fathers, 
and  entailed  it  upon  us  their  Pofterity. 

To  the  moderate  Gentlemen  of  the  Church,  the  Author 
of  this  fees  but  little  Occafion  to  fpeak  ;  the  whole  need 
not  the  Phyfician  ;  he  that  is  in  the  right  Way  needs  no 
Guide.  Peace  has  brought  fbme  Scandal  upon  you,-  but 
'tis  from  fuch  Mouths  whofe  Breath  i^„  all  Scandal,  and 
whole  Throat  is  an  open  Sepulclire.      '  ^'- 

Purfu^,  Gentlemen,  with  the  fame  Courage  and  Candor. 
the  fame  happy  Refblutions,  and  fucceisful  Meafures  yoa 
have  begun  ;  how  eafie  is  the  Work  of  Peace  in  England^ 
when  by  wife  Hands,  back'd.  with  the  Encouragement  of 
Power  it  is  once  fet  on  foot. 

Go  on,  Gentlemen,  with  Succefs ;  Peace  is  always  the 
£rft  Afl:  of  wife  Counfels :  What  Confufiuns  have  our 
State  Mountebanks  run  us  into  ?  Our  N"— w5,our  S^  mours, 
M—Sf  B~msy  Gra — /x,  Ro—rs,  and  the  Rabble  of  Je/^^'s 
Polititians  ?  whither  were  they  hurrying  this  Nation  by 
Civil  Confufions,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  w^e  were  in- 
volv'd  inacruel,  a  formidable,  and  threatning  War  abroad? 

You  have  refcued  the  Nation  ;  God  Almighty,  by  infu- 
fing  Principles  of  Peace,  Moderation,  Union,  and  Temper 
into  the  Heads  and  Hearts  of  the  Queen  and  you,  has  f av'd 
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us  from  the  Ruin  contrivM  for  us  by  the  Devil,  and  un* 

warily  propagated  to  treat  them  with  Charity^  by  our  own 
impolitick  and  thoughtlefs  Managers. 

the  Dijfenters  are  anothei*  Branch  of  tbofe  who  this 
Author,  with  Submiflion  to  their  Politicks,  thinks  may  ac 
cept  of  fome  Advice,  tho'  perhaps  they  may  be  of  another 
Opinion. 

However,  whether  they  will  hear  or  fjrbear,  he  takes 
the  Freedom  to  fpe-ik  to  them,  tho'  vx  general,  only  refer- 
ring a  furtl^r  Explication  of  his  Meaning  to  another  Place, 

You  hive  always,  and  above  all  Parties,  pretended  to 
Peace:  Now  fhew  the  reality  of  your  Defign. 

You  are  divided  in  fome  Steps  which  you  think  needfui 
from  the  Church  ;.  let  the  Spirit  of  Cliarity  remain,  and 
divids  no  farther  than  you  really  know^  to  be  needful. 

In  Matters  of  Religion,  enjoying  your  Liberty,  be  con- 
tent with  it,  and  fludy  to  lei  there  bs  nD  more  Difference- 
between  you  and  the  Church,  than  thsre  really  is. 

We  are  all  Chriilians  all  Proteftants,  all  Engliflimen.^ 
let  us  be  all  Brethren,  and  adl  like  fuch  on  all  Occafions. 

The  Churchof  Enghmd  and  the  DiiTenters  have  but  ona 
Intereft,  one  Foundation,  and  but  one  End :  The  mode- 
rate Church  Men,  and  the  charitable  Diilenter,  are  the 
fame  Denomination  of  Chriftians,  and  all  the  Pifference 
which  now  lookt  at  near  the  Eye.  fhows  large,  if  view'd 
at  the  Diftance  of  Heaven  fhows  not  it  felf ;  neither  will 
Catholick  Chriftianity,  in  that  Realm  of  Light,  appear  ia 
any  Party-colour'd  Garment. 

In  Civil  Affliirs,  'tis  your  Intereft,  your  Safety,  and  your 
Glory,  that  the  Government  fhould  be  in  the  Church  of 
Erglandy  and  even  this  is  a  Security  to  the  DiflTenters  againft- 
all  that  Claraoui;  rais'd  at  them,  of  their  pulling  dawn  the. 
Church.  The  DiiTenters  cannot  wi/h  the  Downfall  of  the 
Cliurch  of  England  Government,  without  proving  them- 
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fcives  'Lunatick,  and  all  the  Sence  of  their  own  Intereft 
mud  forlake  them. 

In  all  Occafions  therefore,  with  all  poffible  chearfulnefs, 
join  with  the  Men  of  Peace  of  the  Church ;  carefully 
chooie  them  to  reprefent  you  ;  boldly  refoue  them  li-om  the 
Scandals  and  Calumni-'^s  of  theii- own  clamouring  high  Par- 
ty, and  heartily  alTift  them  upon  all  Occafions  in  their  ho- 
neft  and  juft  Endeavours  for  the  Nation's  Security. 

What  if  every  body  you  fui'pecSt  or  diflike  is  not  turn'd 
out,  or  every  body  you  like  put  in  ?  What  if  Her  Majel^iy 
is  willing  to  try  ibme  Men  longer  than  others,  and  give 
Knaves  an  Opportunity  to  turn  honeft  ?  what  if  the  Re- 
volution of  England^  from  mad  Men  and  Fools  in  the  Mini- 
ftry,  to  honeft  and  wife  Men,  be  a<fled  like  the  Mode- 
ration we  recommend,  with  Tem'per,  ledately,  gradu- 
iilly,  and  with  due  Confideration  to  Circumftances  :  Be- 
ing once  fully  fatisfy*d  with  the  fincere  Refolution  of  the' 
Queen  and  Miniftry,  to  puiTue  the  Nations  Peace,  acqui- 
efce  in  Her  Majefties  Methods  ;  Her  Defigns  being  fb  juft, 
fear  not  but  the  Methods  will  be  as  judicious.  Our  Savi- 
our's Redemption  was  all  compleat,  tho'  he  did  not  An- 
fwer  the  hafty  Expeftation  ot  the  Difciples,  who  thought 
he  muft  needs  jufi  then  reftore  the  Kingdom  of  Ifrael, 

The  Queen  has  fufHciently  declar'd  Her  glorious  Rcfb* 
lotion  for  Peace ;  pray  let  us  leave  Her  Majefty  to  Her  own 
Methods :  It  is  not  Two  Year  ago  iince  we  fhould  have 
thought  our  felves  happy  with  what  we  now  fee ;  let  us  look 
pn  our  prelent  Liberty  and  Peace  with  SatisfaQion,  and 
wait  with  Joy  and  Pleafure  for  the  Remainder,  which  in 
its  Time  and  Seafon  we  have  great  Reafbn  to  hope  will  be 
perfected,  to  the  Settlement  of  that  lafting  Calm  in  thefe 
Nations,  which  Good  Men  have  fo  long  pray'dfor. 
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